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Foreword

Craig Thomas Gallery has the pleasure of presenting the catalog for the exhibition Human Chess by
Hanoi-based artist Nguyen Trong Minh. This solo exhibition of Minh's paintings will take place at our
gallery in Ho Chi Minh City from 18 November — 7 December 2022.

As a gallerist, there are myriad ways that one comes to learn of “new” artists but perhaps the most
compelling is through seeing their work on the walls of the homes of your own collectors. This was
how | first became aware of Minh's paintings back in 2015, and from that moment | have looked
forward with great anticipation to hosting a solo exhibition for him here at the gallery. Spanning four
years of collaboration and discovery and one long pandemic, the arrival of Nguyen Trong Minh's Human
Chess collection at CTG is a both thrilling and professionally satisfying moment.

As always, sincere thanks to Nguyen Thi Phuoc Khanh and Tran Thi Bay for their generous contribu-
tions to the gallery in general, and to this exhibition in particular.

Craig Thomas
26 October 2022
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L&i N6i Pau

Craig Thomas Gallery han hanh gidi thiéu catalog cho trién 1am Co Ngudi clia hoa si Ha Noi: Nguyén
Trong Minh. Trién 1dm tranh ca nhan ctia Minh sé dién ra tai phong tranh ctia ching téi & Thanh phé HO
Chi Minh, tr ngay 18 thang 11 — 7 thang 12 nam 2022.

La chd mot phong tranh, cé nhiéu cach dé biét dén cac hoa st ‘mdi” nhung cé |€ cach hdp dan nhat la
thay tranh cua hoa si treo trén tuong cla cac nha suu tap cua chinh phong tranh minh. Day la cach lan
dau t6i biét dén tranh Minh vao ndm 2015, va tir dé dén nay toi ludn rat mong cho dugc t6 chic trién
I&m ca nhan cho Minh tai phong tranh ciia minh. Trai qua bén ndm hop tac cung nhau, biét vé nhau, va
tran dai dich covid kéo dai, viéc ra mat b suu tap Co Ngudi cia Nguyén Trong Minh sap dién ra tai CTG
la khoanh khac vira hoi hdp, vira thda man vé mat chuyén mon.

Nhu thuong 1€, téi chan thanh cdm on chi Tran Thi Bay va Nguyén Thi Phudc Khanh cho nhiing dong
gop cua ho véi phong tranh ndi chung, va cho trién 1am nay nai riéng.

Craig Thomas
26 thang 10 nam 2022
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Human Chess

The geometry and poetic symmetry of Nguyen Trong Minh's paintings are among the first things that
catches one's eye when seeing his work. Rows of identically dressed groups of student-age men and
women are frequently depicted sitting or standing in various meditative or seemingly obedient poses
that speak to the acceptance or the successful imposition of a certain uniformity of purpose or mind-
set. The clothing worn is most often traditional of the northern region of the country while also promi-
nently featuring school uniforms indicating both a sense of submission or pedagogical intent. Minh's
color palette is expressed in relatively muted shades of blue, grey, black and purple with the occasional
bold slash of red. He has a style and esthetic that is both visually arresting and distinctly his own.

Although his paintings are well known to collectors and the art cognoscenti in Hanoi, Nguyen Trong
Minh's Human Chess collection represents the first solo exhibition of his work in the country’s southern
commercial hub. Born in Hung Yen Province in 1982, the Hanoi-based artist has already had an impres-
sive decade-long career as a visual artist in Vietham's capital city without having participated in any
gallery shows in Saigon; a fact which speaks to the continuing bifurcation of the country’s art scene
that allows some artists to be widely appreciated in one region and relatively unknown in the other.
With his coming solo, Minh will likely join that relatively small group of the country’s young painters with
a nationwide group of appreciators and collectors.

In his Human Chess collection, Minh seems to be evolving into a less austere and didactic style of
composition towards something more whimsical and playful. The artist says, “The title of the collection
is inspired by the woodcarving art which is found on old Vietnamese communal houses and pagodas in
the Red River Delta of northern Vietnam. This art depicts the common leisure activities of Vietnamese
people like playing chess, wrestling, buffalo fighting, tiger hunting, drinking and going to sing at the
Mandarin's house. Among the many types of chess played is human chess where people are used as
pieces on the chessboard.” These activities are satirically but affectionately reproduced in many of the
paintings of the Human Chess collection.
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Minh’ s depictions of rows of Vietnamese youths wearing their traditional school uniforms in his paint-
ings is born of his three-year stint working as a high school teacher in Lao Cai Province where he identi-
fied significant flaws in the country’s educational system. Minh says, “These include studying and
teaching just for grades and certificates rather than for real knowledge. This rigid type of instruction
creates individuals with identical ways of thinking almost as if they were clones. | used the concept of
cloning in creating many of my paintings.” The arrayed youths in his tableaus are thus a comment on
the conformity and lack of individuality fostered by Vietnam'’s institutions.

The paintings of Minh's Human Chess collection see the artist continuing to iterate on his core concept
and themes but also to substantially evolve and deal with larger issues raised by the rapid opening and
development of Viethamese society which has a tendency to highlight conflicts between native tradi-
tions and more modern imported practices. Many of the pieces in the new collection evince a light
dusting of sensuality or even sexual playfulness in a nod to the modern Vietnam as opposed to the
more staid social mores prevailing in the country of several decades ago. Some works such as Chess
Position Il are indicative of Minh's sensitivity to the unique socio-political position Vietnam inhabits on
the world stage. The country’s unique history predetermines that it must play its roll on the chess board
of international affairs with reference to both its recent and distant past. This tightrope walk is not
unlike the one Vietnamese contemporary visual artists like Nguyen Trong Minh must make as they seek
to reconcile the influences of the modern international art world and the millennia long cultural history
of their native land.

Craig Thomas
18 October 2022
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Co Nguai

Su doi xtirng hinh hoc va nhip diéu trong tranh Minh la mét trong nhiing diéu dau tién thu hit mat ngudi
xem khi nhin thady tranh anh. Nhitrng hang thanh nién nam, nit & do tudi hoc sinh, an mac giéng nhau,
thuong ngodi hodc ding vaéi diéu bd tram ngam, vang 10, néi 1én su chdp nhan, hodc ap dat thanh cong,
su dong nhat vé muc dich, tu duy. Cac nhan vat thuong méc trang phuc truyén thong ciia mién Bac Viét
Nam, dac biét dong phuc hoc sinh goi lén cam gidc vé y dinh phuc tung hodc gido duc. Bang mau cua
Minh dugc thé hién bang céc sac thai kha tram lang: xanh da troi, xam, den va tim, thinh thoang la céc
vét chéo mau dd. Minh c6 phong céch va gu tham my thu hut va co chat riéng.

Tuy tranh anh dugc céc nha suu tap va gidi nghé thuat & Ha Noi biét dén kha rd, bo suu tap Co Nguoi
ctia Nguyén Trong Minh lai dai dién cho trién |am ca nhan dau tién cla anh & trung tdm thuong mai
phia Nam cua dat nudce. Sinh ndm 1982 tai Hung Yén, hoa si Ha No6i da co su nghiép nghé si thi gidc an
tuong hon mot thap nién & thi dé cda Viét Nam, ma khong tham gia trién 1am nao & cac phong tranh
tai Sai Gon; thuc té ndi lén su phan hod van dang tiép dién clia nén my thuat dat nudc, mot sé hoa st
duoc danh gia cao & mot khu vue nhung duoc biét dén tuong ddi it & cac khu vuc khac. Vai trién 1am ca
nhan sédp dén, Minh ¢ thé sé tham gia nhodm tuong ddi nhd céc hoa sitré clia dat nudc cod cac nha suu
tap va ngudi yéu thich tranh rong khap ca nudc.

Trong b6 suu tap Co Nguoi, Minh dudng nhu dang mad ra phong céch it khac khé hon, hudng dén su vui
tuoi, thay d6i. Hoa s cho biét: “Tiéu dé bd suu tap duoc 1dy cam hing tir mang tranh cham khac go
dinh lang Viét Nam, khu vuc Séng Hong clia mién Bac dat nudc. Miéu ta doi sdng sinh hoat cla ngudi
dan nhu danh co, dau vat, choi trau, ban ho, uéng ruou, hat nha quan. Trong dé bé moén danh co s
dung nguai lam quan cd nén ngudi ta hay goi la chai co ngudi.” Nhitng hoat dong nay dugc tai hién mot
cach hai hudc, giau cdm xuc trong nhiéu tranh cutia bd suu tap Co Nguoi.
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Minh vé& nhiing thanh nién Viét Nam xép hang, mac dong phuc nha trudng. Diéu nay bat nguon tir thuc
t€ anh ¢6 ba ndm day hoc tai mét truong trung hoc & tinh Lao Cai, noi anh nhan ra mét sé bat cap trong
hé théng gido duc cua dat nude. Minh viét: “Van dé hinh thiec, ciing nhac, bénh thanh tich..né tao ra
nhing con ngudi véi tur duy, suy nghi giéng nhau va hoc sinh thi déu méc déng phuc giéng nhau, né goi
cho t6i sunhan ban va tr do t6i dung thd phap nhan ban thé hién trong tranh minh.” Nhing thanh nién
trong tranh Minh la binh luén vé su vang 16, thi€u tinh ca nhan duoc nudi dudng bdi céc thé ché cua
Viét Nam.

Cdc tranh trong b6 suu tap Co Nguoi ciia Minh cho thay hoa sitiép tuc ldp lai y tudng va chu dé cot 16,
dong thoi phat trién rong hon, gidi quyét cac van dé lén hon dét ra béi viec mé clra va phat trién nhanh
chéng clia x& hoi Viét Nam, cé xu hudng lam ndi bat mau thuan gitra truyén théng va nhiing su thuc
hanh hién dai du nhap tir nudc ngoai. Nhiéu tranh trong bd suu tadp mai tda ra dnh sdng nhe nhang cua
su goi cam, tham chi la su vui tuoi co xen chut duc cam, hudng dén mét Viét Nam hién dai, doéi nghich
véi xu hudng nghiém khac hon phé bién & dat nudce nay trong vai thap nién trude. Mét sé tac phdm nhu
Co Thé Il cho thay su nhay cam cuia Minh doi véi vi tri chinh tri - xa hoi doc ddo cua Viét Nam trén
trudng thé gidi. Lich sir doc ddo cuia dat nudce xac dinh trude Viét Nam phai déng vai ciia minh trén ban
cO qudc té, xa xua hay gan day. Viéc di bo trén day nay khong co gi khdng giéng véi cac hoa si Viét
Nam duong dai khac, viec ma Nguyén Trong Minh phai thuc hién, khi tim cach dung hoa nhiing anh
hudng cua thé gidi nghé thuat qudc té hién dai, vdi lich str van hod lau doi hang thién nién ky cta qué
huong minh.

Craig Thomas
18 thang 10 nam 2022
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Ban Chim
Shooting The Birds
2022

Son dau, acrylic trén vai b
Qil, acrylic on canvas

185x 145 cm
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Bay Tran llI

SetUp il

2022

Son dau, acrylic trén vai b
Qil, acrylic on canvas

185x 145 cm
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Bay Tran Il

SetUp i

2022

Son dau, acrylic trén vai b

QOil, acrylic on canvas

130 x 200 cm
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Bay Tran
Set Up .
2021

Son dau, acrylic trén vai b6
Oil, acrylic on canvas TN

130 x 200 cm -lh'h___ -
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CoThéll
Chess Position I
2022

Son dau, acrylic trén vai b6
Qil, acrylic on canvas

145x 185 cm
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CoThél
Chess Position |
2022

Son dau, acrylic trén vai bo
Oil, acrylic on canvas

145%x 185 cm
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Con buong Hoa
Flower Street
2021

Son dau, acrylic, vai hoa boi trén toan
0il, acrylic, and flower fabrics mounted on canvas

200x 100 cm
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Dén Hat Nha Quan

Singing At Mandarin's House
2022

Son dau, acrylic trén vai bo
Oil, acrylic on canvas

145x 185 cm
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Diéu Mua Rong

Dragon Dance

2022

Son dau, acrylic trén vai bd
Qil, acrylic on canvas

200 x 300 cm
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Doi Nghich
Opposite
2021

Son dau, acrylic trén vai bd
0Oil, acrylic on canvas

200 x 300 cm
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Trudng Nhém
Head Of The Group

2020

Son dau, acrylic trén vai bo

Oil, acrylic on canvas

200 x 300 cm
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Cai Béong
The Shadow
2021

Son dau, acrylic trén vai bé
Qil, acrylic on canvas

130 x 100 cm
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Doi
Waiting
2021

Son dau, acrylic trén vai b
Oil, acrylic on canvas

130x 100 cm
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Ghé Nong
Hot Chair
2022

Son dau, acrylic trén vai bo
Oil, acrylic on canvas

1700 x 130 cm
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Pau Tri
Mind Competitions
2022

Son dau, acrylic trén vai b
Oil, acrylic on canvas

1700 x 130 cm
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Vé Si
Guardians
2022

Son dau, acrylic trén vai b
0Oil, acrylic on canvas

185x145¢cm
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5 D06 Bén Trai

45 Degrees To The Left
2021

Son dau, acrylic trén vai b
0Oil, acrylic on canvas

200 x 300 cm
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1982
2001 - 2004
2004 - 2006
2007 - 2012
2015

BIOGRAPHY

NGUYEN TRONG MINH

Born in Hung Yen Province, Vietham

Graduated from Central Arts and Education University, Major in Arts Education
Taught at Kim Tan High School, Lao Cai Province

Graduated from Vietnam Fine Arts University, Major in Painting

Member of Vietnam Fine Arts Association

Lives and works in Hanoi.

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2022
2014
2013

Human Chess, Craig Thomas Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City
At the End of the Line, Hanoi Fine Arts Museum
Solo exhibition at Galerie Forsblom, Helsinki, Finland

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2019
2018

2017
2011
2010
2007

2003

CTG 70th Anniversary “Ten-acious”, Craig Thomas Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City
CTG Nomad, Craig Thomas Gallery group exhibition, New York City, USA

CTG 9th Anniversary, Craig Thomas Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City
Thirst, Hanoi Fine Arts Museum

National Young Artists Exhibition, Van Ho Exhibition Centre, Hanoi

National Fine Arts Exhibition, Van Ho, Hanoi

Red River Fine Arts Award, Korean Culture Centre, and Hanoi Fine Arts University

Students’ Fine Arts Exhibition, Vietnam Fine Arts University, Hanoi

Students’ Arts Exhibition, Central Arts and Education University, Hanoi
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NGUYEN TRONG MINH

TIEU SU

1982 Sinh tai Hung Yén, Viét Nam
2001 - 2004 T6t nghiép Dai Hoc Su Pham Nghé thuat Trung Uong,
chuyén nganh Su pham My Thuat
2004 - 2006 Gido vién truong THCS Kim Téan, Tinh Lao Cai
2007 - 2012 T6t nghiép Dai Hoc My Thuét Viét Nam, chuyén nganh Hoi hoa
2015 H&i vién HOi My Thuat Viét Nam

S6ng va lam viéc tai Ha Noi.

TRIEN LAM CA NHAN

2022
2014
2013

Co Nguoi, Craig Thomas Gallery, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
0 Cusi Hang, Bao Tang M§ Thuat Ha Noi
Trién I&m c& nhén tai Galerie Forsblom, Helsinki, Phan Lan

TRIEN LAM NHOM

2019
2018

2017
2011
2010
2007

2003

Ky Niém 10 Nam CTG “Ten-acious”, Craig Thomas Gallery, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
CTG Nomad, Trién 1dm nhom Craig Thomas Gallery, Thanh phd New York , My
Trién ladm Ky Niém 9 Ndm CTG, Craig Thomas Gallery, Thanh ph& H6 Chi Minh
Khat Vong, Bao Tang My Thuat Ha Noi

Festival My Thuét Tré Toan Qudc, Khu Trién 1dm Van Ho, Ha Noi

Trién ladm My Thuat Toan Qudc, Khu Trién LA&m Van H6, Ha Noi

Trién lam Giai Thudng My Thuét Séng Hong — Red River Fine Arts Award,

phong trién I&m cda Trung Tam Van hod Han Qudéc va Dai Hoc MY thuat Ha Noi
Trién lam My Thuét Sinh Vién, Bai hoc Su Pham Nghé Thuat Trung Uong

Trién Iam My Thuét Sinh Vién, Dai Hoc My Thuéat Viét Nam, Ha Noi

28



Published 2022 by

Craig Thomas Gallery

27i Tran Nhat Duat Street

Tan Dinh Ward, District 1

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietham

Tel: +84 (0) 903 888 431

Email: info@cthomasgallery.com
www.cthomasgallery.com

Graphic design by Pham Kim Hué
Photography by Nguyén Trong Minh
Translations by Nguyén Thi Phudc Khanh
Copyright Craig Thomas Gallery

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without prior written permission
from Craig Thomas Gallery.



