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Foreword

Craig Thomas Gallery has the pleasure of presenting the catalog for the exhibition Instability by
Hue-based artist Truong Thé Linh. The exhibition will take place at our gallery in Ho Chi Minh City from
14 December 2018 to 5 January 2019.

| was lucky enough to be exposed to Linh's work when delivering a piece by another artist to a collector
in Saigon. | was so impressed by the enigmatic and striking work that | soon contacted Linh and flew
to Hue to meet him in person. After a little persuading, he agreed to work in a dedicated fashion for the
following fifteen months to create this special collection for CTG. We are very proud of the work that
this talented young artist has created and happy to be able to introduce it to Saigon.

| would like to express my gratitude to Truong Thé Linh for the professional and affable way he has
worked with the gallery for the opening of Instability. Special thanks to Cintia Herzberger who has
co-curated this exhibition with me and has proven to be a gifted and professional collaborator. As
always, | thank Nguyén Thi Phudc Khanh, Tran Thi Bay and Stu Palmer for their essential and generous
contributions to the gallery in general and this exhibition in particular.

Craig Thomas
20 November 2018
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L&i N6i Pau

Craig Thomas Gallery han hanh gidi thiéu catalog Choi Voi clia hoa siHué Truong Thé Linh. Trién Iam
sé dién ra tai phong tranh clia chuing t6i tai thanh phé H6 Chi Minh tir ngay 14 thang 12 ndm 2018 dén
5thang 1 nam 2019.

T6i da du may man duogc ti€p xuc vdi tranh Linh khi giao tranh ciia mét hoa si khac cho mét nha suu
tap tai Sai Gon. Toi da rat an tuong véi tac phdm ndi bat va 16i cudn nay téi mure téi tim céch lién hé vdéi
Linh ngay sau do va bay ra Hué dé gap hoa si truc ti€p. That vui mimng sau no luc thuyét phuc cla
chuing t6i, Linh da déng y tap trung trong vong mudi lam thang dé tao nén bd suu tap déc biét nay cho
CTG. Chung téi rat tu hao vé tac phdm cla hoa si tré tai nang nay da sang tac cho phong tranh va rat
VUi Vi 0 thé gidi thiéu bo tranh dén Sai Gon.

T6i muodn bay to su cam kich ctia minh dén Truong Thé Linh vi cach lam viéc chuyén nghiép va an can
ctia em khi cong tac véi phong tranh cho khai mac trién 1am Choi Voi nay. Dac biét cam on co Cintia
Herzberger, ngudi da dong giam tuyén trién Iam nay vdi toi va da chimg to 1a mot cong sur chuyén
nghiép va co tai. Nhu thuong 1€, t6i mudn cdm on Nguyén Thi Phudc Khanh, Tran Thi Bay va Stu Palmer
cho nhiing déng gép thiét yéu va rong rai vaéi phong tranh néi chung va vai trién 1am nay ndi riéng.

Craig Thomas
20 thang 11 nam 2018
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Instability

Young Vietnamese fine artist Truong The Linh deals with contemporary figurative painting in his first
solo gallery exhibition which he has entitled Instability. Linh's paintings arguably focus just as much on
the medium of paint, and how it reacts on the surface of his canvases as they do on the subjects of the
paintings. In his new collection of works, the artist continues to explore the sensuous realm of paint,
skin and figuration seen in his earlier paintings. His style is unmistakably dramatic and unique and with
his methodology he forms images of hidden expression.

An important element in Linh's paintings is light and shadow; they evoke an extreme contrast. The
monochrome, mostly black backgrounds put the bodies in the foreground in a glaring spotlight. The
dramatic image composition exposes its protagonists helplessly to the viewer's gaze. Those protago-
nists are young men whose bodies seemingly emerge from the background without any contours. Linh
adopts the effect of blurring; this blurs, irritates, unsettles and confronts the viewer with the question of
the reality of the perceived. The paintings change between the realism of a photograph and the play of
colors in abstract painting. Intense red or orange colors are accented in the dark; emphatic brush-
strokes and structures whirl up the emotions. People become diffuse clouds of movement in the free
fall of their feelings. Their blurring is the resistance to the optical terror of the all too clear; their ambigu-
ity allows the viewer the freedom to interpret.

Linh's characters become his own in the painting process. They express what he feels. It might be
loneliness, confusion and all the inner states of mind which only come to light in intimate moments. In
the many works that depict young men, they become his Doppelgangers. His figures seem hopeless,
trapped in darkness. But especially in the applied black, the artist also expresses the light. Especially in
his absence it becomes visible. The artist seeks the light absorbed by the black, while a white would
merely reflect it.
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With his first solo exhibition at Craig Thomas Gallery, Linh presents a devotional as well as profound
artistic reflection on life; one which reaches to no less than the existential condition of our lives. His
pictures lead us to where we may be reluctant to go. They provide a projection of our own insecurities,
and, as so often, it is the perspective from the edge that makes people visible.

“The characters in my paintings are actually small pieces of a bigger puzzle of me. They are my confi-
dences that | send behind these bodies. | think they are the silence of feelings secretly hidden inside
each individual. They are born from relationships, temptations or injustices of society. They might suffer,

might resist or simply adapt themselves in a conventional space.

‘| decided to paint my uncertain feelings about life and youth. To condense all the unfathomable feel-
ings, a screen for my emotions and all the emotions that occupy people”

Cintia Herzberger
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Choi Voi

Trong trién lam mang chu dé “Choi Voi”, hoa sy tré Viét Nam Truong Thé Linh trung bay céc buc tranh
duong dai mang tinh biéu trung. Tranh ctia anh ¢d | tap trung phan I6n vao chat liéu son la phuong
tién truyén dat, va cach thic son thé hién trén bé mat, cling nhu céc buc tranh dat trong tam vao chu
dé cua tranh. Trong bd suu tdp mdi cda minh, Linh tiép tuc kham pha khia canh anh hudng dén giac
quan cua son, lan da va hinh tuong. Phong céch ctia anh hién nhién gay an tuong sau sac va doc dao,
va bang phuong phap clia minh, anh tao ra nhiing hinh anh mang tinh an du.

Mot yéu 16 quan trong trong cac buc tranh cuda Linh la anh séng va bong t6i, chidng goi ra nét tuong
phan ro rét. Thé loai tranh don séc, hau hét trén nén den lam ndi bat hinh dang tién canh trong chum
anh sang chai loa. Két cau hinh anh gay an tuong phoi bay cac nhan vat chinh bat luc trudce céi nhin
clia ngudi xem. Nhitng nhan véat chinh nay 1a nhiimg thanh nién cé hinh dang duong nhu ndi 1én tir hau
canh ma khong can dén bat ky duong nét nao. Linh van dung hiéu ting lam ma; hiéu ing nay lam bai
roi, gay buc turc, gay lo lang va dua nguoi xem doi dién vai cac van dé thuc té duge cam nhan. Nhiing
blrc tranh thay déi gitra chd nghia hién thuc cdia mét birc anh va cach dung mau sac trong tranh triru
tuong. Sac dé hodc cam bd tri cdc diém nhan mau séc trong bong t6i cling nhu céc nét vé va két cau
duoc lam ndi bat lam xao tron nhitng cdm xdc. Con ngudi trd thanh nhirng dam may chuyén déng hoa
quyén vdéi nhau, choi voi tu do vé nhiing cam nghit cdia minh. Su md do cua tranh dién ta sic chiu dung
trong ndi so hai nhin thay dugc trudc moi su viéc da qua ro rang, su nhap nhang cua tranh cho phép
nguoi xem tranh dugc tu do giai thich.

Céc nhéan véat cla Linh trd thanh chinh anh trong qua trinh vé tranh. Nhirng nhan véat nay thé hién nhing
gi Linh cam nhéan. D6 ¢ thé la ndi cd don, su Iing ting va moi trang thai ndi tdm chi duoc dua ra dnh
sang trong nhiing khoanh khéc riéng tu. Trong dé anh vé nhiing thanh nién, ho trd thanh Doppelgénger
(Bong ma) cuia anh. Cac nhan vat cia anh duong nhu vé vong, bi mac ket trong dém t6i. Nhung dac
biét khi str dung mau den, nguoi hoa sy cling dién dat anh sang. Dac biét 1a khi thiéu vang anh sang, su
viéc van ro rang. Ngudi hoa sy tim kiém anh sang hap thu qua mau den, trong khi mau trédng chi phan
anh chinh no.
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Vi trién [dm cé nhan dau tién ctia minh tai Craig Thomas Gallery, Linh phdn dnh cudc séng tam linh
cling nhu my thuat sau séc, cham dén duoc tinh trang séng con vé cudc séng chiing ta. Tranh Linh dan
chung ta dén noi ma chung ta khéng mong muén; Cac burc tranh néu du bdo vé tinh trang bap bénh
cua chinh chung ta va, nhu thuong xay ra, dé la cdi nhin tir [an ranh lam bdc 16 con ngudi cla ching ta.

“Nhing nhan véat trong tranh t6i, ho thuc ra la nhiing manh ghép nhd clda con nguai t6i, d6 la nhiing tam
su toi gl gdm dang sau nhitng hinh hai, dé khong han 1a ndi dau, téi nght do la nhimng tram mac cua
cam xuc, nhirng cam xuc dugc gidu kin trong moi ngudi, nd duoc sinh ra bdi nhiing tuong tac cla
nhirng mai quan hé, bdi nhiing cdm do hoédc nhitng dinh kién xa hoi - ho ¢ thé la cam chiu, co thé la
phan khang hay don gidn la ¢6 dé thich nghi trong mét khéng gian quy udc cho chinh ho!”

“Toi quyét dinh vé vé nhimg thon thirc cda chinh minh, vé cudc séng va tudi tré. Noi tam con ngudi la
chon lam t6i thay tran tré.”

Cintia Herzberger
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Bao bém
Night Storm
2018

Acrylic trén vai b
Acrylic on canvas

120x 120 cm
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bém 2

Night 2

2018
Acrylic trén vai b
Acrylic on canvas

120x 120 cm
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Flash
2018

Acrylic trén vai b
Acrylic on canvas

150 x 100 cm
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Lang Khach
Vagabond

2018
Acrylic trén vai b
Acrylic on canvas

120x 120 cm
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Man Dém Tinh Mich
Silent Night
2018

Acrylic trén vai b
Acrylic on canvas

120x 120 cm
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Mong Du
Sleepwalking
2017
Acrylic trén vai bd
Acrylic on canvas

150 x 100 cm
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Mong Du 2
Sleepwalking 2
2018

Acrylic trén vai b6
Acrylic on canvas

150 x 100 cm
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Ngay Trd Gié
Windy Day

2018

Acrylic trén vai bd
Acrylic on canvas

150 x 100 cm
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Nhéan Tuong
Human Statue
2018

Acrylic trén vai b6
Acrylic on canvas

150 x 100 cm
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Nhirng Ngay Hu Hao
Damaged Days
2018

Acrylic trén vai bo
Acrylic on canvas

150 x 80 cm




Noi Chién
Civil War
2017

Acrylic trén vai b6
Acrylic on canvas

150 x 100 cm
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Phong Ba
Tempest
2018

Acrylic trén vai b
Acrylic on canvas

108 x 108 cm
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Quynh
2018

Acrylic trén vai bé
Acrylic on canvas

108 x 108 cm
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bém
Night
2018

Acrylic trén vai b6
Acrylic on canvas

120x 120 cm
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Chénh Vénh
Instability
2018

Acrylic trén vai b6
Acrylic on canvas

120x 120 cm
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TRUONG THE LINH TRUONG THE LINH

BIOGRAPHY TIEU SU

1989  Sinh tai Quéng Binh, Viét Nam
2013 TGt nghiép Pai hoc Nghé Thuéat Hué

1989  Born in Quang Binh, Vietnam
2013  Graduated from Hue Fine Arts University

Lives and works in Quang Binh. Séng va lam viéc tai Quang Binh.

SOLO EXHIBITIONS TRIEN LAM CA NHAN

2018  Instability, Craig Thomas Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City 2018  Choi Voi, Craig Thomas Gallery, Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh

GROUP EXHIBITIONS TRIEN LAM NHOM

2018  CTG Nomad, Craig Thomas Gallery, New York City, USA 2018  CTG Nomad, Trién Iam nhom Craig Thomas Gallery, Thanh phd New York, My
CTG 9th Anniversary, Craig Thomas Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City Ki Niém 9 Nam CTG, Craig Thomas Gallery, Thanh ph& H& Chi Minh

2016  East Meets West, Holland 2016  Dong Gap Tay, Ha Lan

Young Artists Exhibition “Today”, Hanoi Creative City, Hanoi Trién Lam M Thuat Tré “Today”, Hanoi Creative City, Ha Noi

Tum Tim, Hue Tum Tim, Hué

2015  The Grapevine Selection Volume II, Vietnam Fine Arts Museum, Hanoi 2015  SuLua Chon cta Hanoi Grapevine Lan II, Bao Tang Mi thuat Viét Nam, Ha Noi
Chon Chon by young artists from Hanoi and Hue, Center for Contemporary Arts, Hanoi. Chon Chon ctia cac nghé sTtré tir Hué va Ha Noi, Trung Tam My Thuat Buong Dai, Ha Noi, sau do tiép tuc trung bay tai Bao Tang Nghé Thuat Hué
2014  Laotian Wind, Tu Do Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City 2014  Gi6 Lao, Gallery Tu Do, Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh
Festival of Young Artists 2074, Vietnam Fine Arts University, Hanoi Festival My Thuat Tré Viét Nam 2014, Dai Hoc My Thuat Viét Nam, Ha Noi
Chain, Tu Do Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City Mét Xich, Gallery Tu Do, Thanh phd H& Chi Minh
Quay, Then Café, Hue Quay, Then Café, Hué
2013 Exhibition of Vietnamese Young Artists Nang Luong C6 D6, New Arts Foundation, Hue City 2013 Trién Iam MTthuat Tré Viét Nam Nang Luong C6 D6, New Arts Foundation, Hué
Vietnamese Fine Arts Exhibition Il at Embassy of Denmark in Vietnam, Hanoi Gidi thiéu Hoi hoa Viét Nam tai Dai st quan Dan Mach Ian thi 2
Dogma — Self-portraits, Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts Museum Dogma - Chan Dung Tu Hoa, Bao tang My Thuat Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
AWARDS GIAI THUONG
2013  Representative artwork at Vietnamese Young Artists Exhibition Nang luong C6 D6 2013  Tac pham Tiéu Bi€u cua Trién 1am My thuat Tré Viét Nam Néng luong C6 D6
Winner of Dogma Prize 2013 Gidi nhat Dogma Prize 2013
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