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Foreword

Craig Thomas Gallery has the pleasure of presenting the catalog for the exhibition Survival by
Hanoi-based artist Nguyén Minh Nam. The exhibition will take place at our gallery in Ho Chi Minh City
from 23 November to 10 December 2018.

As the gallery has developed over the past nine years, our roster of artists has steadily come to reflect a
profound influence from the presence of talented young artists like Nam who were trained in one of the
capitol's two fine arts universities and began their careers there. This Hanoi movement seems to be
part of a natural transition of the gravity of Vietnam'’s art scene to the country’s economic capital of Ho
Chi Minh City. CTG's mission is to bring gifted young artists from all parts of the country — including
two outstanding young artists from the center of the country who have joined us this year — together
under one roof in our Saigon gallery.

| would like to express my gratitude to Nguyen Minh Nam for the professional and amiable way he has
worked with the gallery for the opening of Survival. Special thanks to Cintia Herzberger who has co-cu-
rated this exhibition with me and has proven to be a gifted and professional collaborator. As always, |
thank Nguyén Thi Phudc Khanh, Tran Thi Bay and Stu Palmer for their essential and generous contribu-
tions to the gallery in general and this exhibition in particular.

Craig Thomas
2 November 2018
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Lai N6i Pau

Craig Thomas Gallery han hanh gidi thiéu catalog trién |am Su Ton Tai clia hoa st Ha Noi Nguyén Minh
Nam. Trién Iam sé dién ra tai phong tranh clia ching t6i tai Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh tir ngay 23 thang 11
dén 10 thang 12 ndm 2018.

Phong tranh d& phat trién hon chin ndm, d6i ngl nghé st cda ching téi da dan phan anh su anh hudng
sau sac nhd su hién dién cua cac nghé sitré tai ndng nhu Nam, ngudi duge dao tao tai mot trong hai
trudng dai hoc my thuéat tai thd do cda dat nudc va bat dau su nghiép tir day. Phong trao Ha Noi nay
dudng nhu la mét phan cdia qua trinh dich chuyén tu nhién cda trong luc nghé thuat Viét Nam dén thi
doé kinh té cua thanh phé H6 Chi Minh. Nhiém vu cta CTG la mang nhiing nghé si tré tai nang tir khap
moi mién dat nudc - bao gom hai nghé si tré xuat sac tir trung tdm cua dat nudce da tham gia cung
chuing t6i trong ndm nay - dudi médt mai nha trong phong tranh Sai Gon cua chuing toi.

Toi mudn bay té long cdm on vai hoa st Nguyén Minh Nam vi sur chuyén nghiép, cach lam viéc dé
thuong khi anh hop tac vai phong tranh chuén bi cho khai mac trién 1am Su Ton Tai. D&c biét cam on
Cintia Herzberger, ddong gidm tuyén trién 1am nay cling t6i, c6 da ching to la ngudi cong tac chuyén
nghiép va cé nang khiéu. Nhu thudng 1€, t6i cdm on Nguyén Thi Phudc Khanh, Tran Thi Bay, va Stu
Palmer vi sir déng gop can thiét va rong réi véi phong tranh néi chung va trién 1am nay ndi riéng.

Craig Thomas
2 thang 11 nam 2018
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Survival

With his latest collection Survival, Nguyén Minh Nam continues to explore and develop his unique
esthetic as he delves deeper into his particular fascinations which include the female form, traditional
architecture and, most prominently, the continuing evolution of the roles and mores of women in Viet-
namese society and in its collective imagination. In choosing the title for the exhibition — Su Toén Tai -
Nam says, ‘| mean to speak of things that were as well as things that remain, there influence and there
very essences.”

Viewing the twenty new works of the Survival collection, it quickly becomes clear that Nam is imple-
menting a distinctive visual concept. The foci of his compositions are always women who occupy the
foreground of his paintings. With dynamic brushstrokes and a translucent painting style, Nam presents
a female silhouette that opens through its transparency into deeper layers. Nam is not only revealing a
layer of paint but also a layer of time. He seeks to portray a bygone era that is not forgotten; that still
coexists in the traditions and customs and yet clashes with new lifestyles in modern Vietnam. This new
lifestyle is symbolized by the women and is susceptible to the mistaken impression of being just a
projection screen for erotic fantasies, as they are mostly nude or sparsely dressed. This first impression
is misleading and quickly shatters when one considers the sculpted physiognomy of the protagonists.

Nam does not use a stereotypical cliché of a woman who is nothing more than an object. These
women are thoughtful, observant, vulnerable, anxious, and sad but also self-confident, provocative and
seductive. The face as a store of emotions leaves Nam's women as more than mere seductresses or
lovers. His women are emancipated beings who demand as a projection surface the dissociation with
our own emotions as well as with present time.
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Nguyén Minh Nam reflects on cultural processes closely related to the intense observation over the
course of his lifetime. Vietnam has undergone an amazing economic transformation in the last twenty
years, manifesting itself in booming cities and a burgeoning population. A new generation has grown up
without war, benefiting from the economic boom and driving it forward. The structural changes in Viet-
nam have transformed the worldview of the country’s people and led to an expanding generation gap.

"Traditional and modern culture collide and | want to bundle exactly this dualism in my oeuvre,” says
Nam. At the same time the artist emphasizes very consciously that he does not want to criticize the
past or the present, but wants to show the disruption that the younger generation feels. In addition to the
artistic confrontation with cultural change in society, "There is also the message of not forgetting the old
traditions and appreciating earlier generations with their views and ideas, even if the world is turning
faster and faster.

Nam's compositions create an impressive picture of a changing society. His painting technique is virtuo-
sic and in the true sense of the word not only frees layers of paint but also layers of time. His oeuvre is a
wealth of allusions and juxtapositions that inspire us to think further about its changing processes and

to not forget the Vietnam'’s unique cultural assets and traditions.

Cintia Herzberger
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Su Ton Tai

Vdi bd suu tap mdi nhat Su Ton Tai, Nguyén Minh Nam tiép tuc kham pha va phat trién tinh tham my
riéng khi dao sdu hon nhiing dam mé ctia ban than, bao goém vé dep cla co thé phu ni, kién tric truyén
thdng va, hon hét, su bién dai lién tuc trong vai tro va céc thay doi khac clia ngudi phu nit trong xa hoi
Viét Nam cling nhu trong b tranh nay. Lua chon tiéu dé — Su Ton Tai — cho trién 1am clia minh, Nam
ti€t 16 “TOi mudn dé cap dén nhitng gi da va dang ton tai, co su anh hudng, ké ca nhiing linh hén”

Khi xem hai muoi bire tranh mai clia bd suu tap Su To6n Tai, ngudi xem nhanh chéng nhéan ra Nam dang
theo dudi khai niém thi giac khac biét. Hinh anh thiéu nir & phan tién canh la diém chinh trong bé cuc
tranh. Nhat co phdéng khoang, cung vdéi phong cach tranh trong suét, co thé ngudi phu nit trong vat nhu
thuy tinh tan sdu vao céc Iép vé hau canh. Nam khong chi vé céc Iép mau, ma ca céc Iép thoi gian. Anh
tim kiém va vé nhiing thoi dai da qua nhung khéng bi lang quén, chiing van ton tai song song dudi hinh
thirc phong tuc, truyén théng, nhung chua xung dét véi phong cach séng maéi ciia mét Viét Nam hién
dai. Hinh thé phu nr dugc xay dung trong tranh clia Nam déng vai tro lam biéu tuong truc quan cho
phong cach séng mdi nay. Thé nhung tam hinh nghé thuat & day dé bi hiéu 1am l1a phan chiéu nhing
suy tudng goi tinh bdi ta khé ma khong nhin ra su khoa théan hay cach &n mac kiém vai ciia cac nhan
vat. Mot 161 bdo trudce cho ngudi xem tranh, néu |6 hi€u lam va dang ap U mét 4n tuong ban dau tiéu
cuc, hay khao sat ki hon biéu cam clia nhitng nhan vat trong tranh.

Nam khong miéu ta phu nir theo nhiing quan niém phi bang so sanh dan ba khong hon khong kém mot
vat dung vo hon. Nhiing c6 gdi nay cd suy nghi riéng, tinh y, mong manh, xao xuyén, va buén ba nhung
cling tran day tu tin, khiéu khich va quyén ri. Guong mat cé nhiéu biéu cam dan xen phtc tap, khong
chi don thuan la nhitng cd nang quyén ri hay ngudi tinh. Nang tho trong tranh Nam la nhitng ngudi phu
nlr phdng khodng, duoc thé hién ban than maét cach tu do, tach biét khdi su ap dat cda ngudi xem va xa
hoi duong dai.
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Nguyén Minh Nam phan &nh nhing tién trinh lich st van hod sau mét thai gian quan sat can than. Hai
muoi ndm qua, Viét Nam da trai qua su bién déi kinh t€ manh mé, tré thanh mét trong céc thanh phd
phat trién an tuong, di kem do 1a su bung n6 dan s6. Thé hé tré trudng thanh trong hoa binh, Iic dat
nudc bung nd vé kinh té, dieu nay da dem dén cho I6p tré ca loi ich va co hoi dé tién 1én hoi nhéap.
Nhing thay dGi cau tric cta Viét Nam da lam thay d6i thé gidi quan cla ngudi dan nudc nay, nhung
dong thdoi gia tdng khoang céch gilra cac thé hé.

Nam cho biét “Toi mudn dat su xung dot van hod truyén théng va hién dai vao cac tac pham”. Dong thoi
hoa si cling nhdn manh la minh khéng mudén phé phan quéa kha hay hién tai, ma chi thé hién su phéan ra
ma céc thé hé tré sau nay dang chiu ap luc. Thém vao doé, dung nghé thuat dé 1én an su doi truy van
hod trong x& hoi duong dai. “Thong diép téi mudn nhan gui la ding quén truyén théng va tran trong thé
hé trudce, tran trong quan diém, tu tudng cla thaoi trudce, cho du thé gidi ngay cang thay déi nhanh
chong”.

Céc bo cuc trong trong Nam tao nén nhiing burc tranh an tuong vé mot xa hoi dang bién déi. Ky thuéat
vé clia mot hoa sitai ndng xing dang duoc kinh trong, cac I&p mau va céc Idp thoi gian dan xen. B
suu tap nay la mot ruong kho bau chat day nhiing y tudng ham suc va dat nhiing khai niém kich thich
suy tu canh nhau va bang céch truyén cam hing qua nghé thuat, Nguyén Minh Nam dua chiéc chia
khod cho ngudi xem tu danh gia nhiing bién déi trong xa hoéi va dimng lai dé suy ngam va tran trong van
hod dac sac va lau doi cia dat nudce Viét Nam.

Cintia Herzberger
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Sau Bira An Sang
After Breakfast
2018

Son dau trén vai bé
Oil on canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Giac mo

A Dream

2018

Son dau trén vai bé hoa
Qil on flower canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Vuon Tiéc
Garden Party

2018

Son dau trén vai bé hoa

Oil on flower canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Su Tén Tai Cia Nam Phuong Hoang Hau
Survial of Empress Nam Phuong

2018

Son dau trén vai bé hoa

Oil on flower canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Nha Tho

The Church

2018

Son dau trén vai bé
Oil on canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Cung Tan My N
Concubines

2018

Son d4u trén vai bé hoa
Oil on flower canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Nguyén Cau
Praying

2018

Son dau trén vai bé
Oil on canvas

1700 x 80 cm
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Cudi Ngay

End Of The Day
2017

Son dau trén vai bo
Qil on canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Gio bon Dau

Time To Fetch The Bride
2017

Son dau trén vai bé

Oil on canvas

160 x 120 cm




C6 Tich Viét Nam
Vietnam's Fairy Tales
2017

Son dau trén vai bg
Oil on canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Anh Tréng
Moonlight

2018

Son dau trén vai bé
Oil on canvas

1700 x 80 cm
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Truyén Ké
A Story
2018

Son dau trén vai bé hoa
Oil on flower canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Tam Tinh

Talking

2018

Son dau trén vai bé hoa
QOil on flower canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Dong Thoi Gian 2
Timeline 2
2017

Son dau trén vai bé hoa
Oil on flower canvas

160 x 120 cm

23



Ba Muoi Phit Trudc Gio Cudi
Thirty Minutes Before The Wedding
2016

Son dau trén vai bé

Oil on canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Hop Tan

Falling Together
2015

Son dau trén vai b6
Oil on canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Son dau trén vai bé

Oil on canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Trudc Bira Tiéc
Before The Party
2018

Son dau trén vai bé hoa
QOil on flower canvas

160 x 120 cm
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Once Upon A Splendor, Blue Gallery, Hanoi
2012  Solo exhibition held in Taiwan, 22A Hai Ba Trung, Hanoi
2008  Human Draft, Café Van Vietnam, Tran Binh Trong, Hanoi

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2018 CTG Nomad, Craig Thomas Gallery group exhibition, New York City
2017 The Multiverse, Dogma Collection, Hanoi
Viet Art Today, Ho Chi Minh City
2011 Vietnamese Godfather, 16 Ngo Quyen, Hanoi
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2008  National Core Subject, Exhibition of oil paintings, Van Ho, Hanoi
2007  Boundaries, 31A, Temple of Literature, Hanoi
Young Artists Club, 16 Ngo Quyen, Hanoi
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