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Foreword

Craig Thomas Gallery has the pleasure of presenting the catalog for the exhibition King by Saigon-based
artist Pham Thanh Toan. The exhibition will take place at our gallery in Ho Chi Minh City from 20 July —
10 August 2018.

| would first like to thank artist, professor, and friend of the gallery Nguyén Thuy Huong for introducing
me to Toan and his paintings. CTG was founded with the mission to provide a space for young Vietnam-
ese visual artists like Toan to show their work. It is always a special pleasure to visit a young artist's
studio for the first time and be amazed at the unique and expressive work he or she is creating.

| would also like to thank Toan for the serious and professional way that he has collaborated with Craig
Thomas Gallery in putting on this solo exhibition of his outstanding work. Finally, | thank Nguyén Thi
Phudc Khanh, Tran Thi Bay and Stu Palmer for their essential and generous contributions to the gallery
in general and this exhibition in particular.

Craig Thomas
28 June 2018
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Loi Noi bau

Craig Thomas Gallery han hanh gidi thiéu catalog trién |am Vua cta hoa si Sai Gon: Pham Thanh Toan.
Trién 1am sé dién ra tai phong tranh cta ching téi & Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh, tir ngay 20 thang 7 — 10
thang 8 nam 2018.

Dau tién to6i mubn cam on hoa si, giang vién, cling la nguoi ban clia phong tranh, chi Nguyén Thuy Huong
da gidi thiéu Toan va tranh cla Toan cho téi. CTG dugc thanh Iap véi nhiém vu cung cép khéng gian cho
céc hoa sithi giac tré Viét Nam nhu Toan thé hién tac pham. Ludn ludn la niém vui déc biét khi dén tham
xuéng vé mot hoa sitré 1an dau va bi thu hat bédi cac sang tac biéu cam, déc ddo ma hoa si dang tao nén.

T6i cling mudn cam on Toan vi cach lam viéc chuyén nghiép, nghiém tic ma hoa s7da cong tac vdi Craig
Thomas Gallery khi dua vao trién 1am cé nhan lan nay nhiing tac pham ndi bat. Cudi cung, t6i muén cam
on chi Tran Thi Bay, Nguyén Thi Phudc Khanh va Stu Palmer cho nhiimg déng gop thiét yéu va hao phong
d6i véi phong tranh ndi chung va trién [am nay

noi riéng.

Craig Thomas
28 thang 6 nam 2018.
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King

While there is no blueprint for when an artist should achieve what might be called “success,” painting is
not typically a medium where history has thrown up a large number of wunderkinder. Of course there are
outliers like Jean-Michel Basquiat who burst onto the stage in their early 20's, but the majority of those
we tend to think of as successful artists tend to follow a process of maturation that sees their best work
come years, or often decades, after they start pursuing their craft. As with most enterprises, it generally
takes time to find one's feet in the art world.

Although at twenty-six years old Pham Thanh Toan (b. 1992) is nearly the age at which the aforemen-
tioned Basquiat tragically died, he has long emanated a clear sense of being a prodigy in the making.
Even while still a student at the Fine Arts University of Ho Chi Minh City — where he studied traditional
lacquer painting during the day while experimenting with oil painting at night — Toan had already taken
on the mantle of a professional artist selling his works to local collectors. Professors and fellow students
sensed there was something special in the driven young artist.

With what seems like almost preternatural foresight, Toan immediately began the vigorous pursuit of his
career following his graduation from art school in 2017. He and some colleagues rented out a space in
the city's Fine Arts Museum and put on a compelling exhibition of their works without any financial or
curatorial help. Toan says, “I said to myself that | needed to work diligently at the beginning of my career
so that people would get to know my work and | would have opportunities later. | was quite lucky as | had
a number of close friends who were willing to lend a helping hand.”

Not surprisingly, Toan's parents were not overly enthusiastic about his decision to pursue a career as an
artist. Their preference was for Toan to join the military but after a year of officer training, he decided to
follow his dreams and enroll at the Fine Arts University. Toan says, "It was not an easy path to go down
as | had re-located from my home province of Quang Binh and came to Saigon essentially empty-hand-
ed. It is always difficult to get financial support as a young artist and | knew from the beginning that |
would have to rely primarily on my own hard work."
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Toan's King collection comprises a bold batch of primarily over-sized canvases with several of the works
themselves being quadriptychs and pentaptychs. The effect of such large paintings, often done in luxuri-
antly thick layers of imported oils, is immediate and visceral. The planning and ambition required to exe-
cute works of such magnitude is nothing short of miraculous for a young artist having his first gallery
curated solo exhibition. There is a confidence and skill on display in his new work — a complete departure
from his previous two collections — that belies Toan's relatively tender years.

One of the most striking works of the King collection is the 2.4 meter by 7.5 meter pentaptych called A
Happy Day For All Species. In the painting, a small red boy is surrounded by a fantastical collection of
mythical animals many of a simian or crocodilian nature who Toan affirms are there to welcome the
arrival of the newly born human. He says, “In the painting, the animals are heading towards the boy
showing that they too have human characteristics inside them. The animals are protecting the boy so
should humans not protect animals in return?” The painting is a riotously coloured and mystical call for
humanity to help prevent the massacre of all species on the planet.

The works of the King collection represent a daring and iconoclastic entry onto the Vietnamese art stage
for such a young artist. Toan is aware of the unique nature of his style and that his paintings may spark
diverse reactions in his viewers. He says, "l think there will be many different streams of thought. Some
of them will not like this style of paintings since the meanings are not obvious and some of the composi-
tions could be frightening to some. Still, | hope that they will be generous with me and not focus only on
my faults. Everyone has imperfections but the important thing to see is if the author of a creative work
has something special about them."”

Craig Thomas
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Vua

Khong ¢o 16 trinh cu thé nao cho viéc khi nao mét hoa si nén dat dugc céi goi la "thanh cong', lich sir da
san sinh ra rat it cac tai nang hoi hoa cuc ki thanh cong tir lic con rat tré. DT nhién cé nhimg ngoai lé nhu
Jean-Michel Basquiat da bung nd trén sau khau tir nhiing nam dau tudi déi muoi, nhung phan Ién nhimg
nguoi ma chung ta nght dén nhu nhiing hoa si thanh céng, thudng cé xu hudng di theo mdt qua trinh
trudng thanh nhat dinh va dé thay dugc nhiing tac phdm manh nhat clia ho phai mat hang nam, hoac
thuong la hang thap nién sau khi ho bat dau theo dudi su nghiép nghé thuat. Cling nhu vai hau hét cac
nghé nghiép khac, thuong phai can thoi gian dé tim dugc chd dimg trong thé gidi nghé thuat.

DU mdi hai muoi sau tudi, Pham Thanh Toan (1992), gan bang tudi ma Basquiat dugc dé cap &' trén qua
doi trong bi kich, Toan da cho nguoi khac cam gidc em dang trén duong tao nén nhiing diéu khac thuong.
Tham chi khi van con la sinh vién & truong Dai Hoc My Thuat Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh — noi em theo hoc
son mai truyén thdng vao ban ngay va thir nghiém véi tranh son dau vao ban dém — Toan da khoac 1én
chiéc do cliia mot hoa si chuyén nghiép ban tranh cho cac nha suu tap dia phuong. Cac giang vién va céc
ban sinh vién da cam nhan duoc co diéu gi do dac biét & cau hoa si giau nghi luc tré tusi nay.

Trudc khi cé duoce thanh cong cu thé, Toan da ngay lap tic bat dau theo dudi sw nghiép cdia minh mét
cach tdo bao sau khi tét nghiép truong my thuat nam 2017. Toan va mét s6 nguoi ban thué khong gian
& Bdo Tang My Thuat Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh va t6 chirc dugc mot trién Iam manh ma khong cd surgitp
d& vé tai chinh hay giam tuyén nao. Toan cho biét : “"Em tu nhi la minh phai quyét tam, minh phai lam
viéc moi nguoi mdai biét dén minh, néu khong lam viéc thi minh sé khong cé co hoi, em la mot ngudi kha
may man nén cling dugc moét vai nguoi ban than gidp suc.”

Khong cd gi ngac nhién khi cha me Toan khéng may dng hd quyét dinh theo dudi nghé hoa si clia em.
Ho thich Toan tham gia quan déi hon nhung sau mot nam theo hoc dao tao st quan, em da quyét dinh
theo dudi gidc mo clia minh va dang ki thi vao truong Dai Hoc My Thuéat. Toan ké: "Do6 khong phai la con
duong dé dang vi em & qué Quang Binh vao Sai Gon vdi tay trang. Thuong kho dé xin dugc tai trg vai mot
hoa sitré va em da biét ngay tir dau la sé phai tu dua vao sic minh.”
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BO suu tap Vua cla Toan la loat tranh tédo bao, chi yéu gom céc tranh khé 16n, trong dé nhiéu bic gom
bon hoac nam tam ghép lai. Hiéu Ung tircac tranh kich thude 16n, véi Idp son dau nhap khau that day, xu
X, 1a ngay lap tic va tao cam giac choang ngop. Gan nhula diéu ki diéu khi mét hoa si tré co trién lam cé
nhan dau tién do mdt phong tranh gidm tuyén cé dd kha nang lén k& hoach va cé hoai bao lon dé thuc
hién b6 suu tap ndi bat nhu thé. Sang tadc mdi cda Toan cho thay su tu tin va ki nang cda em — su khéi
dau mdi hoan toan so véi hai bo suu tap trudc dé — tuy tudi doi con kha tré.

Mot trong céc tranh gay an tuong manh nhéat trong bd suu tap Vua la mét burc tranh cé kich thude khéng
16, dai 7,5m va cao 2,5m, gom nam tam ghép coé tén Hanh Phuc Mudn Loai. Trong tranh mot cau bé nho
xiu mau doé duogc cac con thu tudng tugng trong truyén thuyét bao quanh, nhiéu déng vat nhin giong nhu
khi hay ¢4 sdu, Toan khang dinh cac con thi dang chao mimng sinh linh méi ra doi nay. Toan viét: “Trong
tranh, cac con thu dang hudng vé cau bé, diéu nay cho thay chiing ciing co tinh ngudi bén trong. Cac con
thu ra strc bao boc cho cau bé, vay con nguoi cé nén bao boc cac con vat hay khdng?" Buc tranh cd gam
mau manh, thay 161 kéu goi dén con nguoi hay gilip d& ngan chan nan tan sat cac loai vat trén trai dat.

Céac tranh cla bd suu tap Vua dai dién con duong tédo bao va co tinh biéu tuong dan dén san khau nghé
thuéat Viét Nam doi véi mot hoa sitré nhuthé nay. Toan y thic dugc phong cach tranh khac la ctia minh
va tranh em ¢é thé gay ra nhiing phan tng khac nhau noi nguoi xem. Toan tam sy "Em nght 1a sé co
nhiéu ludng suy nghi khac nhau, moét phan ho sé khong thich dong tranh nay, ho thay khé hiéu va cé cam
giac ghé ron, hinh hai va néi dung lam ho khé cam nhan dugc. Tuy nhién, em rat hy vong moi nguoi nhin
thay su lam viéc cham chi ctia em, chirkhéng phai dén dé soi 16i clia tac gid. Vi ai cling cé nhimg diéu
chua hay, nhung quan trong la nhin thay duoc tac gia cé nhiimg gi dac biét."

Craig Thomas
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King

2018

Son dau trén vai bo
Oil on canvas

200 x 150 cm
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T6i Khong Tin, Toi Khong Nghe
| Don't Believe, | Don't Listen
2018

Son dau trén vai bo

Oil on canvas

250 x 150 cm
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Tiéng Thét
Scream

2018

Son dau trén vai bo
Oil on canvas

200 x 240 cm
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Siéu Nhan
Superman

2018

Son dau trén vai bo
Oil on canvas

250 x 1560 cm
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Roi

Falling

2018

Son dau trén vai bo
Oil on canvas

250 x 150 cm

o

:}:

14



Ké Méng Du Ggi Cam
Sexy Sleepwalker
2018

Son dau trén vai bo
Oil on canvas

250 x 150 cm
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Nguoi Pep Va Hoang Tt
Beauty And The Prince
2018

Son dau trén vai bo

Oil on canvas

200 x 480 cm
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Ong Vua Va Con Khi

The King And The Monkey
2018

Son dau trén vai bo

Qil on canvas

200x 120 cm
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Ngay Ra Doi, Ngay Lam Vua
The Day | Was Born,

The Day | Became The King
2018

Son dau trén vai bo

Oil on canvas

230 x 600 cm



Nang Va Toi
My Lady and |
2018

Son dau trén vai bo
Oil on canvas

240 x 450 cm
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Hanh Phuc Mudn Loai

A Happy Day For All Species
2018

Son dau trén vai b

Oil on canvas

250 x 750 cm




Dirc Vua Va A Ho Ly
The King And The Fox
2018

Son dau trén vai bo
Oil on canvas

230 x 300 cm
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Chiéc Ghé Bac
Silver Chair

2018

Son dau trén vai bo
Oil on canvas

2560 x 150 cm
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Son dau trén vai b

Oil on canvas

150 x 200 cm
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Son dau trén vai bo

Oil on canvas

350x 140 cm
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PHAM THANH TOAN

BIOGRAPHY
Full name Pham Thanh Toan
1992 Born in Quang Binh Province, Vietnam

2010 - 1012 Studying at Culture, Arts and Military University, Ho Chi Minh City
2012 — 2017 Studying at Fine Arts Department, Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts University
2017 Graduated from Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts University

Lives and works in Ho Chi Minh City.

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2018  King, Craig Thomas Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City
2016  Pham Thanh Toan's Exhibition, Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts Association

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2017 Son, Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts Museum
Biennale Young Fine Arts IV Ho Chi Minh City, Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts Museum
Pham Thanh Toan's Fine Arts Exhibition, Gallery Tu' Do, Ho Chi Minh City

2016  New Works, Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts Museum

2015  Asian Students Camp, Young Art Festival, Korea

2014  Saigon's Lacquer Paintings, Applied Arts Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts University
Biennale, Ho Chi Minh City, Applied Arts Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts University
Zone 6 Exhibition, Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts Museum
Students’ Paintings Exhibition, Ho Chi Minh City Fine Arts University

AWARDS

2017  C Sharing Prize, Exhibition Region of Ho Chi Minh City
2016  Investment Prize by Arts Council of Ho Chi Minh City
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PHAM THANH TOAN

TIEU SU
Ho tén Pham Thanh Toan
1992 Sinh tai tinh Quang Binh, Viét Nam

20710 - 1012 Hoc Dai Hoc Van Hoéa — Nghé Thuat — Quan Doi, Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh
2012 - 2017 Hoc tai Khoa H6i Hoa, Dai Hoc My Thuat Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
2017 T6t nghiép Dai Hoc My Thuat Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh

Séng va lam viéc tai Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh.

TRIEN LAM CA NHAN

2018  Vua, 20 thang 7 tai Craig Thomas Gallery, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
2016  Trién L4m Pham Thanh Toan, Hoi My Thuat Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh

TRIEN LAM NHOM

2017  Son, Bao Tang My Thuat Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh
Trién Ldm Biennale My Thuét Tré Lan IV Thanh phé Hb Chi Minh, Bao Tang My Thuat Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
Trién Ldm Hi Hoa Pham Thanh Toan, Gallery Tu' Do, Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh

2016  Trién L4m Sang Tac Mdi, Bao Tang My Thuat Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh

2015  Asian Students Camp, Young Art Festival, Han Quéc

2014  Tranh Son Mai Sai Gon, Phong tranh Applied Art, Pai Hoc My Thuat Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh
Trién L&m Biennale - Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh, Phong tranh Applied Art, Dai Hoc My Thuat Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh
Trién Ldm Khu Vuc 6 — TPHCM, Bao Tang My Thuat Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
Trién Lam Tranh Sinh Vién, Bai Hoc My Thuat Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh

GIAlI THUONG

2017  Gidi dong hang C, Trién 1am My Thuat Khu Vuc Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh
2016  Giai Thudng Dugc Bau Tu clia Hoi Dong Nghé Thuat Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
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