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Foreword

Craig Thomas Gallery has the great pleasure of presenting the catalog for the exhibition Where Is the
Place of Peace by Hanoi-based artist L& Thuy. The exhibition will take place at our Calmette gallery in Ho
Chi Minh City from 30 September — 27 October 2016.

There is a special pleasure in curating an exhibition by a Vietnamese artist using a material and employ-
ing a style that is both uniquely her own but also quintessentially Vietnamese. Thuy's choice of silk as
her medium of expression is not lucky accident but rather taken with conscious intent as she states
clearly in her artist statement for the exhibition. Silk is a material that is synonymous with this region and
one which facilitates a form of expression that engenders a visceral reaction in viewers.

Thuy's choice to work in silk is also a felicitous one for the future of the medium in Vietnam. While many
contemporary artists focus on more easily commercialized media like oil on canvas or other types of
media which are considered more avant garde by the art literati; it is a good and necessary thing that
some of the country's most talented young artists — of which Thuy demonstrably shows herself to be a
member — continue to work with silk to help foster and evolve the tradition of Vietnamese silk painting.

Portraying mainly idealized rural landscapes, village life, pagodas and historical events, there is an inher-
ently conservative and homogenous character to much of traditional Viethamese silk painting. Thuy's
work pays homage to this thematic tradition while turning it on its head. The Vietnamese countryside is
still the setting but Thuy's depictions are neither anodyne nor idyllic. They are filled with the life and death
struggle of nature and often tinged with a large dollop of madness and even the macabre.
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Born and raised in Thanh Héa Province, Thuy remains closely tied to her native region and the farming
life that was her daily milieu before migrating to Hanoi at age nineteen to pursue her higher education.
These ties are clearly seen in the subject matter that the artist has chosen to focus on in the Where Is
the Place of Peace collection. The detailed depiction of the plant and animal life in Thuy's work could only
be made by someone with an intimate knowledge of rural Vietnamese life. Thuy says, "I consider myself
lucky because of my rural background. | have a deeper understanding of the trees and plants; | see the
way they move in a way that other people from a different background cannot. They may see them but
they don't understand and feel about plants and animals the way that | do."

Belying her relative youth, Thuy brings a sense of purpose and an exacting standard of professionalism
to her work that is clearly manifested in the quality of the works of the Where Is the Place of Peace
collection. The artist says, "For me, it is not about just making a beautiful painting. That is not enough. It
must reflect my thoughts, my current state of mind, in this space that | am in. Perhaps in the future |
won't be able to paint like this anymore and will paint flowers or maybe even something abstract. But at
this moment, it would be torture for me to paint in a way that did not allow me to fully express myself. It
would be a form of self-deception and | do not want to engage in that."

My thanks to artist Pham Huy Théng for introducing me to Thuy and her work. | also thank Thuy for the
serious and professional way that she has collaborated with Craig Thomas Gallery in putting on this solo
exhibition of her oustanding work. Finally, I thank Nguyén Thi Phuéc Khanh, Tran Thi Bay and Nguyén
Xuan Duy for their always essential and generous contributions to the gallery.

Craig Thomas
12 September 2016
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Loi Noi bau

Craig Thomas Gallery rat han hanh gidi thiéu catalog trién 1am O'Dau La Chén Binh Yén cua hoa s§ Ha
NGi: Lé Thuy. Trién 1am sé dién ra tai gallery clia ching t6i & duong Calmette, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
ngay 30 thang 9 — 27 thang 10 nam 2016.

Qua la diéu dac biét khi giam tuyén trién 1am ctia mot hoa sy Viét Nam cé chat liéu, phong cach riéng doc
déo va rat Viét Nam. Viéc Thuy chon lua lam chat liéu sang tac, khong phai la diéu tinh c& may man, ma
|a swcan nhac nhu cd da khang dinh ré trong tuyén ngdn nghé thuat trién 1am nay. Lua thudng duoc xem
nhu chat liéu truyén théng dac trung cia phuong Bong, su mong manh, mém mai cua lua tao nén su
rung dong tu' nhién noi nguoi xem.

Su lua chon cua Thuy doéi véi lua, cling la tin vui cho tuong lai ciia chat liéu nay tai Viét Nam. Trong khi
nhiéu hoa sy duong dai dung cac chat liéu cé tinh thuong mai cao hon nhu son dau trén toan, hoac
nhimg ngudi ¢é kién thire my thuat theo dudi cac loai hinh nghé thuat khac ¢é tinh dan dau hon; day la
diéu tot va can thiét khi mét sd hoa s tré tai nang cla dat nudc - Thuy ching minh rd ¢6 la mot trong s6
ho - ti€p tuc lam viéc vdi lua, gidp nudi dudng va phat trién truyén théng tranh lua Viét Nam.

Chd yéu miéu ta canh quan ndng thon duoc I tudng hod, cudc séng lang qué, chua chién va cac surkién
lich str, cd mét subao thd va gidbng nhau vé co ban déi véi nhiéu tranh lua truyén thdng Viét. Tranh Thuy
van la canh mién qué Viét Nam nhung su miéu ta cda Thuy khéng nham chan hay dep gia tao. Trai lai,
ngap tran su dau tranh sinh ton cuda thién nhién, cé chut gi do hoi dién, va kinh di.
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Sinh ra va lén lén & Thanh Hod, Thuy van gan bé vaéi mién dat qué huong va cudc séng néng thon, von la
nhimg thir xung quanh ¢6 hang ngay, trudc khira Ha N6i di hoc ndm ¢6 19 tudi. Nhing s gan bé nay ¢
thé thay ré trong ndi dung hoa s§ chon dé miéu ta trong bo suu tap 0'Pau La Chén Binh Yén. Nhiing miéu
ta chi tiét vé cay c6i va cudc séng loai vat trong tranh Thuy, chi co thé dugc vé béi nguai cé kién thic, tréi
nghiém gan gdi vdi doi séng thon qué Viét Nam. Thuy cho biét: “Toi thay minh may man vi xuat than tur
nong thén. Minh hiéu tat ca cay cdi hodc chuyén dong ctia nd hon nguoi khac khong dugce nhin thay. Cai
nhin cdia minh cam gidc that va tinh t€ hon. Khong ai nhin nhukiéu t6i. Mac du ngudi ta cling biét, nhung
nguoi ta khong hiéu, khong cdm nhan nhu téi vé cay c¢oi, con vat."

Kha trai nguoc véi surtré trung clia minh, Thiy dem dén cam gidc vo cung chuyén nghiép, cd cé muc tiéu
rat rd rang, va dat ra tiéu chuan khat khe — thé hién & chat luong bo suu tap 0’ Dau La Chén Binh Yén.
Hoa s cho biét: "V&i t6i, chila mot bic tranh dep, t6i khong mudn. N6 phai phan danh dugc suy nght, trong
trang thai nay, trong khong gian nay. Co thé thoi gian sau toi khong tai nao vé dugc nhu thé nay nifa, co
thé tdi v& hoa |14 canh, con ngudi hay triru tuong chang han. Nhung thoi gian nay, toi chi suy nght va thay
day dut, néu téi khong vé, khong thé hién y nghi clia minh trong thoi gian nay, giai doan nay that 1a [ira d6i
chinh ban than minh. Téi khéng mudén diéu day."

Xin dugc gui |61 cdm on hoa s§ Pham Huy Thong da gidi thiéu Thuy va tranh ¢6 dén téi. Téi cling cam on
Thuy vi cach lam viéc nghiém tuc, chuyén nghiép ctia cé cung Craig Thomas Gallery, trong viéc t6 chuc
trién 1am ca nhan xuat sac nay. Cudi cung, t6i mudn cam on Tran Thi Bay, Nguyén Thi Phudc Khanh, va
Nguyén Xuan Duy vi nhimg déng gop dang ké va thiét yéu ctia ho cho phong tranh.

Craig Thomas
12 thang 9 nam 2016
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Artist Statement

| have a special love for the traditional material silk. That is why | have chosen to use silk as the main
medium in my creative process.

Being obsessed about the notions of place and space, | have asked myself these questions: "Where is a
place of peace? Where do people live that is truest to their nature?” To answer these questions, | have
placed myself in different spaces. The interactions between spaces and people have led me to appreci-
ate the true value of life. These interactions can be either specific or figurative in nature.

| choose human figures, animals and nature and place them in imaginary settings with a narrative that
Is at times an opera, at times real life. | want to create an ambiguous, unreal space where there are

hidden risks, struggles, loneliness and yearning for a place where life is more beautiful.

| use silk because silk is a traditional material representing Eastern traditions. The softness of silk gives
off a sense of mystery which is why | use silk to weave my personal stories.

Le Thuy
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Tuyén Ngon Nghé Thuat

T6i c6 mot niem yéu thich dac biét véi chat liéu Lua truyén thong, chinh vi thé téi da sir dung Lua la mot
chat liéu chud yéu trong nhiing sang tac cdia minh.

V6i suam anh vé khong gian va noi chén, toi da tu dat ra cho minh nhiing cau hai: "0’ dau la chén binh
yén? O dau 1a noi con ngudi s6ng thuc véi ban chat von ¢é clia minh?” D& tra 16 cho nhiing cau hdi dé
t6i da tu dat minh vao nhing khéng gian khac nhau. Chinh su tac dong qua lai gitra khéng gian va con
nguoi khién téi nhan ra duoc nhimg gié tri thuc cda cudc séng. Sutédc dong do co thé la nhimg hinh tuong
cu thé nhunhg cling ¢6 thé la nhimng hinh tuong mang tinh tuong trung.

T6i lua chon hinh anh con ngudi, dong vat va thién nhién dugc dat trong nhimg khong gian siéu tudng,
vdi suy bién cau chuyén co Itc nhu kich, cé lic nhu mét cau chuyén trong doi thuc. Toi mudn tao ra
nhiing khoang khéng gian mo ho khong cé that, va & day tiém an nhimg nguy co khéng an toan, nhing
cudc tranh dau, cam giac c6 doc va udc mudn vé mot noi chon ma & day cé mot cude séng tot dep hon.

Toi strdung Lua vi Lua la mét chat liéu truyén thong dac trung clia phuong Dong, Lua mém mai va mang
lai cho ta cdm gidc huyén bi. Chinh vi thé t6i da stirdung Lua dé théu dét nén nhimg cau chuyén cia

riéng minh.

Lé Thuy
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Where Is the Place of Peace |
& Pau La Chén Binh Yén |
2015

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

62x170cm

Where Is the Place of Peace Il
&' Pau La Chén Binh Yén II
2015

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

62x170cm
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Where Is the Place of Peace Il
& Pau La Chén Binh Yén Il
2015

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

62x170cm

Installation of Where Is the Place of Peace
Trung Bay O Dau La Chén Binh Yén
2015

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudce trén lua
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Where Is the Place of Peace IV
&' Pau La Chén Binh Yén IV
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

110x 80 cm

Where Is the Place of Peace V
& Pau La Chén Binh Yén V
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

170 x 62 cm
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Where Is the Place of Peace VI
& Pau La Chén Binh Yén VI
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

78 x138cm

Where Is the Place of Peace VI
&' Pau La Chan Binh Yén VI
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

78x138cm
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To Eternity
Di T6i C6i Vinh Hang
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

78x138cm

Balance
Thang Bang
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

78x138cm
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Story In The Garden
Cau Chuyén Trong Vuon
2016

Watercolor on silk

Mau nudc trén lua

78x138cm

Song For Many
Bai Ca Mot Bay
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

78 x138cm
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Skydream

Giac Mong Gitra Khéng Trung
2016

Watercolor on silk

Mau nudc trén lua

78x138cm

On The Blue River
Bén Dong Song Xanh
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

78x138cm
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A Monologue About Love
Tu Tinh
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

138 x78cm

| Am Eternal

Téi Vinh Hang
2015

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

85 x50 cm
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Walking In The Garden |
Cudc Dao Choi Trong Vuon |
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

170x62cm

Walking In The Garden Il
Cudc Dao Choi Trong Vuon I
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

170x62cm
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Walking In The Garden IlI
Cudc Dao Choi Trong Vuon I
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

170x62cm

Walking In The Garden IV
Cudc Dao Choi Trong Vuon IV
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua

170x62cm
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Installation of Walking In The Garden
Trung Bay Cudc Dao Chai Trong Vuon
2016

Watercolor on silk
Mau nudc trén lua
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LE THUY

1988  Bornin Thieu Hoa, Thanh Hoa Province
2006  Graduated from Thanh Hoa Arts and Culture College
2013  Graduated from Vietnam Fine Arts University

Lives and works in Hanoi.

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2016  Where Is The Place Of Peace, Craig Thomas Gallery, Ho Chi Minh City
2015  The Order, Chula Fashion House, Hanoi

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2016  Affordable Art Fair Singapore, Singapore
2015 Yu Yu Viet Nam Blue, Vietnam Fine Arts Museum, Hanoi
Emerging Soul, Mandala Fine Art Gallery, Singapore
The Dogma Prize in Self Portraiture, Vietnam Fine Arts Museum, Hanoi
Da Dang, Workroom Four, Hanoi
Lay, 16 Ngo Quyen Exhibition Hall, Hanoi
2014  The Echo of Nature, Vietnam Fine Arts Museum, Hanoi
Young Fine Arts Festival 2014, Museum of the Vietnam Fine Arts Univeristy, Hanoi
Young Artists Graphics Exhibition, 16 Ngo Quyen Exhibition Hall, Hanoi
2013  Nature Colour, Nguyen Art Gallery, Hanoi
Capital Fine Arts Exhibitions, Hanoi
2012  Students Are Arts, Viet Art Center, Hanoi

AWARDS

2012 Winner of "Students Are Arts" competition at the Vietnam Fine Arts University, Hanoi

COLLECTIONS

Dogma Collection, Saigon
Elegant Team Development Collection, Hong Kong
Le Thuy's work are also represented among various of other art collections in Vietnam and abroad.

32

1988  Sinhtai Thiéu Héa, Thanh Hoa
2006  T&t nghiép truong Cao Dang Van Héa Nghé Thuat Thanh Hoa

2013 TGt nghiép truong Dai Hoc My Thuat Viét Nam

Séng va lam viéc tai Ha Noi.

TRIEN LAM CA NHAN

2016
2015

0'Dau La Chén Binh Yén, Craig Thomas Gallery, Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh
Trat Tu, Chula Fashion House, Ha Nobi

TRIEN LAM NHOM

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

Affordable Art Fair Singapore, Singapore

Yu Yu Viet Nam Blue, Bdo Tang My Thuat Viét Nam, Ha Noi
Emerging Soul, Mandala Fine Art Gallery, Singapore

Chan Dung Tu Hoa, Bdo Tang My Thuat Viét Nam, Ha Noi

Da Dang, WorkroomFour, Ha Noi

L4y, Nha Trién Lam 16 Ngb Quyén, Ha Noi

Tiéng Vong Thién Nhién, Bdo Tang My Thuat Viét Nam, Ha Noi
Festival My Thuat Tré 2014, Bao Tang Truong Dai Hoc My Thuéat Viét Nam, Ha Noi
Trién L&m D6 Hoa Tré, Nha Trién Ldm 16 Ngd Quyén, Ha NOi
Sac Mau Thién Nhién, Nguyen Art Gallery, Ha Noi

Trién L&m My Thuét, Thi Do, Ha Noi

Sinh Vién Lam Nghé Thuét, Viet Art Center, Ha NOi

GIAI THUONG

2012

Nguoi chién thang trong chuong trinh “Sinh Vién Lam Nghé Thuat” clia Truong Pai Hoc My Thuat Viét Nam, Ha Noi

SUU TAP

B6 Suu Tap Dogma, Sai Gon
B& Suu Tap Elegant Team Development, Hong Kéng
Tac pham cua Lé Thiy nam trong nhiéu bd suu tap cé nhan trong va ngoai nude.
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